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The title of this essay is taken from a song by James Taylor. The sentiment conveyed 
has been my underlying personal philosophy for a while now. It remains one of the 
few firm realities that time will continue to move forward. That is its only gear, so to 
speak. There is no neutral gear, an idle setting. And there is certainly no such thing as a 
reverse, Hollywood story tellers notwithstanding. No, time continues its steady forward 
movement day in and day out. 

There are times when you stack up enough of the ‘day in and day out’ that you look 
back and find significance within the passage of time. Birthdays and anniversaries 
are ways to attach significance to the passage of time. And there are other passages 
that are important to recognize as well. One of those is retirement, the culmination of 
year upon year of ‘day in and day out’ fidelity to an employer or occupation. In the past 
month we’ve celebrated the retirement of our Construction Director, Rick Evans. Rick 
guided the construction work of Pensacola Habitat for the past 12 years, some of the 
most productive years of this organization. He led the construction efforts during the 
NSP2 grant project when we built 373 homes in three years, with one year’s production 
bumping on 200 units. Those totals are not expected to be repeated (or it may lead to 
other retirements). 

So as we bid a happy retirement to Rick, we welcome and introduce Sean Person, the 
individual selected to move our construction program into what comes next. Sean rose 
to the top of a fair number of applicants for the open position by showing enthusiasm for 
the work of Habitat through his construction career, first as a volunteer crew leader for 
a Habitat affiliate in Indiana years ago, and later using his own construction company to 
build with the same Indiana affiliate. Once someone comes down with ‘Habititis’ they are 
forever susceptible to a relapse. We’re very pleased that Sean has chosen to pass some 
time with Pensacola Habitat. Sean and his family live in Gulf Breeze.

We’re also recognizing significance in the passage of time in the regular celebration of 
mortgages being paid off. Looking back at the years of operations of Pensacola Habitat 
it’s evident that 20 years ago we really started building more than a home or two a year; 
now we’re witnessing the final payments for an increasing number of families every 
year. Good for them! And good for the families and individuals who will this year begin 
their own adventures in homeownership. This year, it is important that we replace those 
who make a final payment with newly minted homeowners so that the revolving fund of 
mortgage payments - a centerpiece of our organization’s revenue – stays strong and 
provides a sustainable foundation for our ongoing operations into the future. 

Future sustainability is a central focus for our Board of Directors as they provide 
guidance for the affiliate. The future – whether next year, three years from now or twenty 
years from now – will be here before we know it. Working within the passage of time will 
better prepare this organization for whatever challenges the future presents. 

Sincerely,

Timothy H. Evans, Executive Director
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On a warm spring morning in Gulf Breeze, Pensacola 
Habitat for Humanity crew leaders pull up to a 
concrete foundation surrounded on all sides by stacks 
of uncovered lumber. Within minutes homebuyer Kris 
Allen is on site, unloading tools and ready to start 
construction on her new home. Volunteers begin 
to arrive, introducing themselves and fueling up on 
coffee donated by a local church. Two neighbors 
arrive on their bicycles, throwing on their hard hats 
and tool belts as Pensacola Habitat Crew Leader Rich 
Freeman announces it is 8 o’clock. The crew leaders 
gather the group of homebuyers and volunteers in a 
circle to welcome everyone, conduct a safety briefing, 
and review the plans for the day.  

Rich continues in a resounding voice, “Good morning! 
Nineteen years ago, I was blessed with a Habitat 
home…a few of you here today were there to help 
build my home. Today, we have that same opportunity 
to bless others.” He tells the group about Pensacola 
Habitat’s mission while enthusiastic volunteers from a 
local fraternity arrive on site with boxes of donuts to 
compliment the coffee. Rich leads the morning prayer, 
thanking God for a blessed day and the opportunity 
to build a home for a friend. The volunteers stand in 
a circle around the foundation, bow their heads in 
prayer, and it is apparent that more is being built here 
than just a house. 

For Kris Allen, the community built around the slab 
today will become a strong foundation for her family’s 
future. “I applied for a house,” Kris states, “but to me, 
this experience is more than just a house. I feel like I 

have gained a family when I work alongside volunteers 
building my new home.” 
 
Crew Leader Carlos McBride looks forward to these 
morning gatherings of volunteers in neighborhoods 
across Escambia and Santa Rosa counties.  
 
“Sometimes, folks ride by and see big groups of 
volunteers building a home and it raises eyebrows. 
People stop by all the time and ask about our 
work and how they can help. It’s great to get them 
connected with our mission.” That mission is to bring 
people together to lend a hand to a family seeking 
the stability and opportunity found in an affordable 
mortgage. 
 
Pensacola Habitat volunteers not only raise the walls 
of a new home, but they also govern the organization’s 
trajectory in the board room; plan next year’s 
Pensacola Food Truck Festival; rock the block in a 
nearby neighborhood; unload gently used treasures 
at the ReStore; and transform our community one 
homeowner at a time. While volunteers can track that 
transformation and see the impact they make, they 
know that the outcome of their work extends beyond 
the sticks and bricks of home construction. 
 
“You may finish your volunteer time with us with a 
bruised thumb and a tired back, but what you give 
back to this community is immeasurable to all of us 
here,” says Executive Director Timothy H. Evans,  

continued on page 4

Students from Widener University continued working on Kris 
Allen’s home for Collegiate Challenge.

Homeowner Kris Allen (right) and her daughter Kyleigh eagerly build 
their home alongside volunteers.

by Kevin ThomasCreating Communities



continued from page 3

speaking to an energized group of college 
volunteers. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator Kevin Thomas adds, “Our 
volunteers are aware of the affordable housing 
crisis we face locally and as a nation. It concerns 
them because they know that when families 
own homes, crime rates drop, graduation rates 

rise, and the overall health and happiness of a 
community grows.” Pensacola Habitat volunteers 
are not satisfied with the way things are. They are 
out there, creating community, building hope, and 
being the change they want to see in the world.

BE THE CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE! Contact 
our Volunteer Coordinator Kevin Thomas at 
kthomas@pensacolahabitat.org

Over 35 trucks joined us Friday and Saturday, April 5-6 at Community Maritime Park for our fourth-
annual Pensacola Food Truck Festival. Crowds not only enjoyed live music acts such as Tribe 
Zion, McDean, and Will Kimbrough & Dean Owens, but also an eclectic variety of foods. Thank 
you to everyone who came together to help organize our event, including over 100 volunteers who 
maintained site clean-up, parking lots, and various aspects of the event. We appreciate our sponsors, 
vendors, and volunteer committee members for supporting another successful event!

Judges tried out samples of food to determine our winners  
for our annual tasting competition.

Trolley Stop Ice Cream served up cold desserts for eager visitors.

Crowds of people visited the festival on both Friday and 
Saturday.

Attendees enjoyed a variety of cuisines provided by over 35 food 
trucks!

2019 Pensacola Food Truck Festival
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Our Global Village Team has once again made the 
journey to Guatemala to assist Habitat Guatemala 
in building homes, communities, and hope.

The team, lead by Skip Vogelsang and Dianne 
Blair, worked on Habitat Guatemala’s más que 
casas (more than houses) projects. Building and 
installing smokeless stoves, water filters, and 
sanitary latrines are all part of the program.

Interested in being part of the next Global Village 
trip to Guatemala? Contact Crystal at 
cscott@pensacolahabitat.org to get information 
as it becomes available.

Neighborhood Revitalization’s first Rock The 
Block was a massive success! The two-day 
event, in  partnership with Keep Pensacola 
Beautiful, Escambia County, and the Brownsville 
Community Center,  helped provide a much-
needed facelift for two blocks in the Brownsville 
community. More than sixty volunteers from 
‘Called to Greatness’, a student ministry based 
in the Kansas City area, participated in yard 
cleanups, landscaping, large debris removal, 
and pressure washing. The group, led by former 
Kansas University basketball star and NBA 
champion Wayne Simien, provided services for 
residents with a joy that resonated throughout 
the neighborhood.  
 
Jack, a recently disabled resident, was thrilled 
with the team that cleaned his yard, stating “It’s 

so great to see young people doing some good in 
the community.”

Rock the Block is an event held by Habitat 
affiliates all around the country with projects 
including small repairs, painting, fence installation, 
and other needed services. Volunteers from 
the community work with residents to beautify 
neighborhoods and ensure that homes are places 
that are not only safe, but also a point of pride for 
the owners. Neighborhood Revitalization looks 
forward to continuing this event quarterly in each 
of its focus neighborhoods.
 
For more information about Neighborhood 
Revitalization, please contact Faith Higgins at 
fhiggins@pensacolahabitat.org.

Our Global Village team has been making a difference in Guatamala 
for several years.

Our Rock the Block volunteers eager to get to work creating 
an impact in our community.

Volunteers create a difference by beautifying neighborhoods in our 
community, one block at a time.

Making a Difference, One Block at a Time

Global Village 2019
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Want to make our community a better place? Join 
AmeriCorps!

AmeriCorps is an eleven-month service opportunity 
designed to help the most vulnerable citizens 
across the United States. At Pensacola Habitat, 
our AmeriCorps members work alongside staff 
playing an integral role in providing leadership on 
our project sites, building partnerships with local 
organizations, and creating new strategies and 
tools for the sustainability of our mission.

Juliana Benson, an AmeriCorps member who 
joined Community Outreach last September, had 
much to say about her experience.

“Working for the AmeriCorps program at 

Pensacola Habitat for Humanity has not only been 
a rewarding experience, but also an eye-opening 
one as well.” She said. “I have seen firsthand how 
hardworking the individuals in this community 
are and how our homebuyers are dedicated to 
creating a stable, happy, and healthy environment 
for their families.”

Members receive a modest monthly living stipend, 
an education award, and a rewarding experience. 

Come serve, learn, and lead alongside staff at 
Pensacola Habitat through AmeriCorps! 

Visit pensacolahabitat.org/jobs for more info or 
contact our Volunteer Coordinator Kevin Thomas 
at kthomas@pensacolahabitat.org

Publix Super Market, a long-time supporter of 
Pensacola Habitat for Humanity, participated in 
a build on April 2, 2019. More than 20 volunteers 
came out to the work site. Publix Super Markets 
Charities has been supporting the Pensacola 
Habitat mission for many years, navigating between 
partial- and full-house builds and engaging local 
employees in a volunteer-driven initiative. 

Corporate sponsorships and builds are a valuable 
team-building exercise and a novel way to engage 
your employees and connect with your community. 

For more information contact Sara Walker at 
swalker@pensacolahabitat.org or visit 
pensacolahabitat.org.

Volunteers from Publix pose for the camera. 

Make a Difference with AmeriCorps

Corporate Spotlight - Publix
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Name

Please consider a contribution to Pensacola Habitat for Humanity. Your donation will assist families in our community!

Address City, State Zip

Look for my pledge online at pensacolahabitat.org/donate

Enclosed is my donation of $

Make a donation today!

Please mail this slip along with your donation to: Pensacola Habitat for Humanity
300 W Leonard St
Pensacola, FL 32501

Sponsor Spotlight - Food Truck Festival
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Think you know 
Habitat?
Think again.

We have the BEST mattress prices in town!

Don’t sleep on these deals!
All ReStore profi ts contribute to our mission! 

For more information, visit our website at pensacola.habitatrestores.org.

Green Tags:
25% o� 

Orange Tags:
50% o� 

Check out our tag 
sales for May!

New fl ooring!
Rock solid core as low as 

$2.12 per sq ft.
8 mm and 12 mm wear 

layers available.

Stronger and more durable 
than most vinyl tile products!

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit #554 

Pensacola, FLP.O. Box 13204 • Pensacola, FL 32591-3204
Main Office 850-434-5456
Pensacola ReStore 850-476-0001 
ReStore Donation Hotline 850-332-6747

We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the nation. We 
encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because 
of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, national origin, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or sources of income.

facebook.com/pensacolahabitat 

youtube.com/pensacolahfh

Sign-up to receive the 
electronic version of HabiChat at 

pensacolahabitat.org

To request removal from the 
Pensacola Habitat for Humanity 

mailing list, email 
info@pensacolahabitat.org  

or call 850-434-5456


