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Greetings,

I am Alvin Coby, Chairman of the Board for Pensacola Habitat for Humanity. I would like 
to thank Ron Tuttle, Past-President, for his unyielding service to the Pensacola Habitat 
for Humanity vision. I also thank our supporters: volunteers, donors, customers and staff, 
without whom we would not be able to operate today.

I would like to pose a question: when was the last time you thought about what 
“community” means to you?

Was it at the last Blue Angels Air Show, where you sat with your family and fellow 
residents and admired one of Pensacola’s most cherished past times?

Was it when you walked through the Belmont DeVilliers neighborhood, or the Westside 
Garden District, or Brownsville, or any one of several places that generations of people 
have called “home”?

Or was it when you attended the Pensacola Food Truck Festival. Shopped at the ReStore. 
Participated in the Women Build or the Golf Tournament. Or drove past a construction site, 
noticing the construction workers lacked the typical orange vests and saw a logo branded 
on the side of a van, in large blue-and-green letters: Pensacola Habitat for Humanity?

Pensacola Habitat has been operating since 1981, but the heart of its mission is far older 
than that. Now in its 38th year, the organization is turning a new leaf, and I ask you, on 
Pensacola Habitat’s behalf, to rethink Habitat. We are always considering new ways to 
improve our services, to revitalize our homes, to serve our community – and this year we 
would like to reintroduce ourselves, not as a new acquaintance, not as a stranger, but a 
new perspective on an old friend.

On E Street, we will be building our first model home – a home you and your family 
can visit and experience the high-quality affordable housing Pensacola Habitat is 
known for. We will also be launching rethinkhabitat.org, the culmination of months of 
hard work and due diligence to understand our customers needs inside and out. Our 
signature events – the Food Truck Festival, the Women Build, the Golf Tournament and 
the Annual Dinner– will all expand, and we look forward to inviting the community to 
new events. We are partnering with more civic leaders, more community movers-and-
shakers, more companies and organizations, to deliver on our vision: that every member 
of our community has equitable access to housing opportunities.

Reconsider what you know – or what you think you know – about Habitat. Explore the 
website rethinkhabitat.org, visit our model home or even drop in to our office and say 
“hello” – we’re here because of you, to serve you, just as I look forward to serving as your 
advocate as Chairman of the Board.

You’re probably wondering: what does “community” mean to me? To me, my community 
is my home, and we all know the adage: “home is where the heart is”.

I look forward to an exceptional year. Thank you for joining us.

Sincerely,

Letter from 2019 Chairman

Alvin G. Coby, Chairman of the Board of Directors
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Did you know?
Houses that Pensacola Habitat are building aren’t 
the same as they used to be. They’re more. 

Trey McClendon, along with his wife Bethany 
and their two children, are currently in Pensacola 
Habitat’s home buyer program. The McClendons’ 
home incorporates construction alterations to 
make bed, bath and kitchen more comfortable 
and usable for Trey, who has been wheelchair-
bound since breaking his neck in a diving 
accident several years ago. Habitat planners, he 
says, “sat down with us with the blueprints, and 
gave us the opportunity to suggest changes.”

Pensacola Habitat for Humanity has been re-
designing and building one or two homes every 
year to meet special needs, says Crystal Scott, 
the nonprofit organization’s director of resource 
development. It’s an important change, but not 
the only one recently evolved to meet customers’ 
wishes, points out Scott.

“Around 2010 we started to make all of our 
houses more appealing and have continued to 
make improvements since then. Now we have 
seven different house plans that people can look 
at, according to what their family size and needs 
are. Everything is more customer-centric.”

There’s more. “We’ve done a lot of research 
to find out what our home buyers are looking 
for, and  we are making changes based on that 

feedback,  adding paint colors and cupboard and 
flooring options,” says Scott. “We’re letting people 
choose what they want.”

In 2016, design differences helped Habitat 
win stellar recognition for the first time in the 
Pensacola Parade of Homes. Pensacola Habitat 
won the first-place award in the $165,000 and 
below price range.

Richard Freeman, a site supervisor for the 
McClendon house and an 18-year Habitat builder 
says, “The homes we are building now are so 
much nicer than we used to build, with upgraded 
lighting and plumbing, for example. Recently we 
began offering a dishwasher and microwave in 
the kitchens.” Freeman joined Habitat after he 
and his wife became homeowners through the 
program themselves: “It gave us a wonderful 
feeling. I wanted to share that feeling with others.”

The McClendons’ home, located in Roberts Circle, 
a quiet forested subdivision near Cantonment 
and expected to be completed in the spring, 
is probably the most altered home Habitat has 
built to date, says Habitat’s construction director 
Rick Evans. Among adjustments: roll-in shower in 
the master bathroom, roll-under sinks, enlarged 
master bath and bedroom to improve wheelchair 
mobility and aligned sidewalk and entrances with 
no steps to climb. 

continued on page 4

The McClendons’ home is one of the many homes that 
Habitat has built that accomodate the homeowner’s needs.

Look forward to our future model home on E Street that will be 
completed in March!



Teambuilding Opportunities

continued from page 3

Trey McClendon notes other conveniences he 
finds special: “doors wide enough to get in and 
out, being able to roll up to the sinks and to the 
stove, which has the buttons on front rather than 
having to reach over the burners.”

The home also provides a shaded and spacious 
back yard where the children can play, points out 
Bethany. “They are over the moon excited about 
having their own place,” says Trey. Adds Bethany, 
“They are thrilled at having their own space, their 
own rooms.”

Trey is now a full-time student at University of 
West Florida, working on a master’s degree in 
clinical social work. “My focus will be on mental 
health, overcoming trauma… using our case 
as influence.” Bethany is employed as events 
coordinator at Jubilee Church, where her parents’ 

family has been attending since 1987.
      
While construction additions and customer 
preferences make the homes a bit more 
expensive than Habitat’s historical model, the 
price difference is not so much modernizing. 
Because of the mortgage services Pensacola 
Habitat offers home buyers, the homes are still 
within the affordability ranges for the families.  
Recent increased cost of building components, 
such as lumber and drywall are issues that 
Habitat must work to overcome, says Scott, but 
“where the savings come in is when you start a 
mortgage with Habitat, you currently pay zero 
percent (APR) interest.” 

“We didn’t know it was going to be special,” says 
Trey McClendon when describing the house built 
for him and his family. “Just having a place of our 
own was special.”

A recent check presentation for $62,418 raised 
by EXIT Realty N.F.I. and other sponsors at 
the 2018 Pensacola Habitat FORE! Humanity 
Golf Tournament highlighted the partnership 
between the two organizations. Our October 
golf tournament served as a fundraiser in which 
EXIT Realty generously matched our total up to 
$30,000. 

The golf tournament is one of several partnership 
opportunities available at Pensacola Habitat. 
Throughout the year, our sponsors and 
donors contribute to a variety of partnership 
opportunities that not only include the golf 
tournament, but Women Build and the Publix 
build. Partnerships help raise money to support 
Pensacola Habitat’s mission but also promote 
that of the partnering organization. Our 
partners volunteer on build sites to help with the 
construction of a home in their name.

Bringing people together is the first part of our 
mission and these partnerships do just that! For 
more information on partnering with Pensacola 
Habitat, contact Crystal Scott by emailing 
cscott@pensacolahabitat.org or by calling 
(850) 434-5456.

A group from EXIT Realty N.F.I. were excited to build with us!

EXIT Realty N.F.I. proudly presented a check of the total amount 
raised from the Habitat FORE! Humanity Golf Tournament.
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2019 Connected Communities Schedule
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Volunteer with Neighborhood Revitalization
Did you know that there are lots of unique, fun, and equally impactful volunteer activities within 
Pensacola Habitat’s Neighborhood Revitalization program, Community Pride?

As a part of our Community Pride Program, the “A Brush with Kindness” (ABWK) project is one of 
our most needed and rewarding opportunities you can support. ABWK helps those with physical 
limitations and/or disabilities achieve a fresh new look to their home and property with the help 
of volunteer groups throughout our community. The impact is great with both homeowners and 
volunteers celebrating when seeing the outcome!

If you would like to volunteer with us, please contact Kevin Thomas by calling (850) 434-5456 or by 
emailing kthomas@pensacolahabitat.org.

Connected Communities is a six-month series that 
offers guidance and support from local community 
leaders in how to advance change and impact the 
community.  Each month, guest speakers will present 
on key topics that matter to residents like you!

All sessions will start at 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM and 
are free of charge.

Thursday, January 24th (300 W Leonard St.)  
–  New Year, YOU Lead Re-Discovering Your 
Leadership Potential

Tuesday, February 19th  – Love Thy Neighbor(hood) 
– How to Grow Neighborhood Relations/Community 
Pride Planning

Tuesday, March 19th – Order! Order in the 
Neighborhood! – Neighborhood Groups and 
Their Impact

Tuesday April 16th  - The Art of Being Heard – Public 
Speaking and How to Advocate for Your Community

Tuesday May 21st – Because WE Said So – Youth 
Making an Impact (Youth Lead Workshop/Panel)

Thursday June 20th  – “Celebrating Progress” 
Resident Leadership Party

For more information, please call (850) 434-5456.

Join us for Connected Communities to learn more about 
changing your neighborhood.

Learn how to organize different types of projects to impact 
your community.



Corporate Groups

Every year, Pensacola Habitat invites students from colleges across the United States to spend their 
winter and spring breaks building affordable homes for families in our community. Not only do students 
learn more about the community, but they also learn about  the issues surrounding affordable housing. 

Collegiate Challenge volunteers choose to donate a week of service and arrive in Pensacola highly 
motivated and focused on the work at hand. “The beach is great and something that I don’t get to see 
often,” says Jack King, who is retiring this year after bringing a Northern Illinois University alternative 
break group to Pensacola every year for the past 25 years. “But we are here to change lives.” 

Volunteers always return home with stories. Some will be funny stories about why their thumb looks 
like it was struck by a hammer. Some will be inspirational stories of how their teamwork helped them 
bond together to accomplish something greater than they could do on their own. And ultimately, they 
return with stories that they will tell for a long time, about a beachside community across the country 
they once visited and was never the same again. 

Pensacola Habitat invites groups of up to 15 
volunteers to join us on the build site each 
Tuesday to Saturday. Throughout the year, 
volunteer groups from local businesses, colleges, 
military, and civic groups join Pensacola Habitat 
on site for a chance to transform our community 
while enjoying a fun, meaningful teambuilding 
activity. 

Executive Director, Tim Evans, says, “The time that 
you spend here in service, will make a lifetime of 
difference to a family in our community.”

If your organization would like to learn more about 
corporate teambuilding opportunities, please 
contact our volunteer coordinator Kevin Thomas 
at kthomas@pensacolahabitat.org.

Volunteers from Gulf Power eagerly built with us on a build site.

Collegiate Challenge
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Sponsor Spotlight - St. Ann Catholic Parish

Name

Please consider a contribution to Pensacola Habitat for Humanity. Your donation will assist families in our community!

Address City, State Zip

Look for my pledge online at pensacolahabitat.org/donate

Enclosed is my donation of $

Make a donation today!

Please mail this slip along with your donation to: Pensacola Habitat for Humanity
300 W Leonard St
Pensacola, FL 32501

St. Ann Catholic Parish, a longtime partner of Pensacola Habitat for Humanity, recently contributed a 
very generous gift of $5,000 – their fifth such gift in five years. The donation itself is substantial; their 
goal was to contribute $25,000 over five years to defray the costs of construction of a home built by 
Habitat, and with this gift, that objective has been achieved. 

“St. Ann Parish and Pensacola Habitat have worked together for more than 20 years to build homes, 
communities and hope in south Santa Rosa County,” recalls Bev Ishol of St. Ann’s Parish. “We 
embrace the Habitat mission and believe everyone deserves a place to call home.”

St. Ann’s has partnered with Pensacola Habitat for decades, building more than 20 homes in 
Santa Rosa County, and contributing thousands of volunteer hours to ensure that everyone in 
our community has access to decent, affordable homeownership. Pensacola Habitat counts its 
partnerships with religious institutions among its most valuable assets because of the goals shared 
between the organization and its cooperators. 

One of the beautiful homes that St. Ann Catholic Parish built with us. St. Ann Catholic Parish have been partnering with us for decades 
and have built several homes.



Join us for our fourth annual 

Food Truck Festival!

Visit pensacolahotwheels.org or call
(850)434-5456 for more information on 
how to become a sponsor for this event!

Friday April 5, 5pm - 10pm
Saturday April 6, 11am - 7pm

at the Community Maritime Park

rethinkhabitat.org

Think you know 
Habitat?
Think again.

• Decorator Picture Frames: Buy 1 Get 1 free
• Fluorescent mini bulbs: Buy 1 Get 1 Free

• Select NEW solid wood frame base cabinets: 15% o� 

All ReStore profi ts contribute to our mission! For more information, 
visit our website at pensacola.habitatrestores.org.

Shop and Save at the ReStore!
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Pensacola, FLP.O. Box 13204 • Pensacola, FL 32591-3204
Main Office 850-434-5456
Pensacola ReStore 850-476-0001 
ReStore Donation Hotline 850-332-6747

We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the nation. We 
encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because 
of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, national origin, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or sources of income.

facebook.com/pensacolahabitat 

youtube.com/pensacolahfh

Sign-up to receive the 
electronic version of HabiChat at 

pensacolahabitat.org

To request removal from the 
Pensacola Habitat for Humanity 

mailing list, email 
info@pensacolahabitat.org  
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